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Connecting Cultures presents 

 

LOST IN TRANSLATION 
Symposium on the relationship between cultures  

23rd February 2010 

Fondazione la Triennale, Milan  

‘Salone d’onore’ 

 
 

 
Adrian Paci, Centro di Permanenza temporanea, 2009                               Krzysztof Wodiczko, Guests, 2009 

 

Connecting Cultures, supported by Regione Lombardia, organizes an international symposium at Triennale 

in Milan on contemporary esthetic practice in relation to the issue of translation and intercultural 

exchanges.  

 

Lost in Translation aims to confront the topic of the relationship between cultures, the complexity of 

cultural identities today and the often too static vision that each culture has of the Other using creative and 

artistic languages as tools to read the contemporary world from unusual and unconventional points of 

view. The project deals in particular with the increasing difficulty of cultural translation processes: does the 

universal culture of globalisation obscure the ever more fragmented thoughts, emotions, ideas, 

impressions, opinions, complexities, identities of the real world?  

The project starts from the idea that the specificities of each language, of each place or landscape, the 

signs, the traces, the characteristics, the etymology and the idiosyncrasies that have gained layers of 

meaning in the course of time cannot be completely translated. This scenario is even more true in a global 

context characterized by migrations, continuous exchanges, cultural and linguistic crossings that in Europe 

have become more relevant everywhere. Even the mass culture that aims to spread universal ways of 

living, of dressing, of eating and thinking always takes inspiration and includes words, signs, images, 

memories and stereotypes from very different cultures and social contexts. In this confused but fertile mix 

of local traditions and cultural neologisms to envisage a single model of interpretation is more and more 

perilous as this could represent the starting point of prejudices and misunderstandings.  

Lost in translation represents an opportunity to view artistic and cultural approaches as interesting ways of 

thinking about this contemporary issue: final objective of the project is to stimulate reflection about the 

complexity of translation and artistic languages as an effective means of communication between cultures.  

In a moment of transition in which many cultures tend to become more and more separatist all over the 

world, it is urgent to understand the mechanisms underlying the tendency to accentuate differences.  
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LOST IN TRANSLATION 

Symposium on the relationship between cultures  
 

PROGRAMME 

1st SESSION| 9.30 am  

Welcome by Massimo Zanello, Assessore alle Culture, Identità, Autonomie della Lombardia 

Introduction by Anna Detheridge, President of Connecting Cultures 

Welcome by Marta Ragozzino, Direzione Generale per il paesaggio, le belle arti, l’architettura e l’arte 

contemporanee – Servizio V - Architettura e arte contemporanee 

 

Lectures by: 

• Sarat Maharaj, professor of Visual Art and Knowledge Systems in Lund, Sweden. He was the first Rudolf 

Arnheim Professor at Humboldt University, Berlin, and Co-curator of Documenta X1, 2002. 

• Krzysztof Wodiczko, born in Warsaw currently living in Boston and teaching at MIT, well known for many 

large-scale outdoor projections, which have been installed in over a dozen countries.  

• Maria Thereza Alves, Brasilian artist, founding member of the Green Party in Brasil now living in Rome. 

Her site-specific work is based on interdisciplinary research reconstructing local history as a form of self 

discovery. She has worked in many countries all over the world. 

• Luca Vitone, born in Genoa, based in Milan, has participated in the Venice Biennale and Valencia Biennale 

in 2003. His work has often focused on the rediscovery of popular culture, integrating art and music.  

 

Presentation of the Italian translation of “Perfidious Fidelity” by Sarat Maharaj.  

 

 LUNCH BREAK  

 

2nd SESSION |14.30 pm  

 

Lectures by: 

 

• Adrian Paci, born in Albania in 1969, now living in Italy. His work has often concentrated on dislocation, 

loss, and rediscovery of origins.  

• Marjetica Potrč, born in Ljubljana, Slovenia. Her interdisciplinary practice includes site-specific projects, 

research, architectural case studies, and series of drawings. Her work documents and interprets 

contemporary architectural practices and the ways people live together. 

 

Round Table with: 

• Giovanna Brambilla, Director of the Educational Department of Gamec, Bergamo 

• Silvia Mascheroni, Fondazione Ismu-Educational Department | Patrimonio e Intercultura. 

• Alessandra Panzini, Founder of the agency Marchingegno s.r.l, in Ancona 

• Anna Pironti, Head of the Education Deparment of Castello di Rivoli, Turin 

• Lorenzo Romito, founder member of Italian collective Stalker/Osservatorio Nomade 

• Claudio Salsi, Director of Museums of Milan 
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Lost In Translation Award | 17.30 pm 

Presentation of Lost in Translation Award for art projects between cultures, promoted by Connecting 

Cultures and Fondazione Ismu-Educational Department | Patrimonio e Intercultura. 

LOST IN TRANSLATION AWARD 
Open call 
At the end of the afternoon an Open Call for art projects by artists, under the age of 35, will be launched by 

Connecting Cultures and Fondazione Ismu-Educational Department | Patrimonio e Intercultura.The call 

aims to develop a working collaboration between young artists and public institutions on projects that are 

designed to involve people, communities in specific cultural and urban contexts. 

Lost in Translations goals:  

 

• Exploit young artist’s talent and creativity  

• Promote the collaboration between artist, public institutions (like museums, libraries, archives, 

Theatres…) and territory, realizing project in the field of intercultural exchanges   

• Stimulate territory and institutions in the promotion of creative projects addressed to social and 

cultural integration. 

� The application form can be downloaded on the websites www.connectingcultures.info and 

www.ismu.org/patrimonioeintercultura starting from 23rd Febraury 2010 

 

The topics confronted during the symposium and the artists’ talks will be published in Artplaces.org - a 

platform of open publishing for independent art spaces created by Connecting Cultures. During the 

coming months, Artplaces will publish a series of focuses on issues concerning cultural translation, and the 

arts. Moreover Artplaces will offer an important tool for keeping the discussion alive after the symposium 

in various areas of the world. 
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**************************************************************** 

INFO 

**************************************************************** 

Lost in translation. Symposium on the relationship between cultures 

Fondazione La Triennale  

Salone d’onore 

Via Alemagna, 6  Milano 

23rd February 2010 

9.30 am - 13.30 pm | 14.30 pm - 18.00 pm 

 

 

Connecting Cultures 

Via Giorgio Merula 62 

20142 Milano 

t./f. +39 02.89181326 

info@connectingcultures.info  

www.connectingcultures.info 

 

 

 

 

 


