
IMAGINING SUSTAINABLE FASHION AWARD 2023 

The search for creativity does not stop: the deadline of the international call to 
action for new ideas in communicating  sustainable fashion has been extended to 
18 April. 

The Imagining Sustainable Fashion Award 2023, open to young creatives in the fashion and 
communication industry, and especially communication professionals, fashion designers, stylists, 
photographers, illustrators and artists from all over the world has solicited a great response but at 
the same time numerous requests for flexibility on the deadline.  The Award sets a challenging 
target for candidates who have in many cases also requested further information regarding the 
guidelines of the competition. 


“Our expectations for transparent and at the same time engaging comunication are getting higher 
every year - said Anna Detheridge, president of Connecting Cultures -. We took the candidates’ 
considerations very seriously  and decided to give the award more time. The deadline for the 
delivery of the works has therefore been extended to April 18".


“Telling and illustrating sustainable fashion through its values is challenging but we believe in a 
creativity capable of countering the ambiguity and banality of greenwashing that is poisoning the 
entire fashion context - continued the CEO of Class Giusy Bettoni - . Respect for people and the 
planet, inclusion, innovation and research that define sustainable fashion can be represented in 
many ways, through visual communication but also with a campaign of awareness. We set no 
limits to creativity: candidates can send photographs, videos, illustrations, even cartoons or 
animation film. The red light will be exclusively for self-promotional brand projects or for projects 
which are merely advertising. 

The final selection of proposals will be sent to our international jury at the end of April. The winner 
of Imagining Sustainable Fashion 2023 will be announced on Thursday 18 May and will receive a 
prize of €3,000.000.


Milan, 24th January 2023




IMAGINING SUSTAINABLE FASHION 2023 

General Information 

The Imagining Sustainable Fashion Award (ISFA) is the international competition born out of 
the collaboration between Connecting Cultures, the foundation that guides the Out of 
Fashion platform, and C.L.A.S.S., the international eco-hub that since 2007 supports fashion 
and textile industry professionals to grow more responsibly and competitive.


Award submissions will be examined by a high-profile international jury composed of: 


Anna Detheridge, Founder and President, Connecting Cultures 
Giusy Bettoni, CEO and Founder, C.L.A.S.S.  
Rita Airaghi, Steering Advisor, Gianfranco Ferré Research Center  
Paola Arosio, Head of New Brands & Sustainability Projects, Camera Nazionale della Moda 
Italiana  
Jeanine Ballone Managing Director, Fashion 4 Development  
Evie Evangelou, Founder and President, Fashion 4 Development  
Sara Kozlowski, Vice President of Program Strategies, Education, and Sustainability 
Initiatives, Council of Fashion Designers of America  
Dio Kurazawa, Founding Partner, The Bear Scouts  
Renata Molho, journalist, former editor-in-chief of L'Uomo Vogue and former editor-at-large of 
L'Uomo Vogue, Vogue Italia, Casa Vogue Stefania Ricci, Director, Museo Salvatore Ferragamo 
Jovana Vukoje, Senior New Brands Specialist, Camera Nazionale della Moda Italiana.


Caterina Niccolai will offer support as a technical partner, and legal, copyright, and intellectual 
property expert. 


The winning projects of past editions were Take a Walk on the Green Side by Emma 
Scalcon (2021 - Italy) and Fashion Affair by Vishal Tolambia (2022 - India), two very different 
works that highlighted how challenging sustainability issues are in the contemporary 
communication landscape. 


C.L.A.S.S. and Connecting Cultures are pleased to confirm support for the award from 
brands committed to the forefront of sustainable textile research and production worldwide. 
ROICATM by Asahi Kasei is one of two Main Sponsors of the award. ROICATM is the high-
quality stretch fiber with an innovative range of smart features to meet every contemporary 
wardrobe need for sports, intimates, and fashion. ROICATM has always been committed to 
promoting responsible innovation in the textile industry.  
The second Main Sponsor is BembergTM by Asahi Kasei, an extraordinary fiber obtained by 
smart-tech processing of pre-consumer cotton linter processed through a traceable and 
transparent closed-loop process.  
Also supporting the project are SUPREME GREEN COTTON® by Varvaressos, an innovative, 
transparent, traceable and socially-responsible system that ensures sustainability from the 
cotton seed to the finished garment, and ECOSENSORTM by Asahi Kasei Advance, a next-
generation fabric collection that promotes responsible innovation with advanced high-tech 
performance. 


https://www.connectingcultures.it/en/imagining-sustainable-fashion/
https://www.connectingcultures.it/en/home/
https://www.classecohub.org
https://www.connectingcultures.it/en/emma-scalcon-is-the-winner-of-the-imaging-sustainable-fashion-award/
https://www.connectingcultures.it/en/vishal-tolambia-introducing-fashion-affair-the-sustainable-fashion-dating-app/


The Imagining Sustainable Fashion Award 2023 relies on young ambassadors who will 
promote the award through their communication channels: 
Ren Collective, a nonprofit organization supporting brands, micro-businesses, professionals 
and students who want to integrate sustainable practices into their activities or education.  
Iris Skrami, CEO and co-founder of Renoon, the platform that enables companies & 
consumers to engage around transparency and the impact of products from an app or 
directly within companies' websites, one of the year's rising startups, reaching more than 2 
million people every month and aggregating hundreds of brands, 70+ of which have verified 
their claims.  
Valentina Suarez, Co-Founder and director of the Latin American sustainable fashion 
movement Universo MOLA, a program of the Entre Soles y Lunas Foundation. 
Vishal Tolambia, Founder of Humanity-Centred Designs, researcher in the field of 
sustainability in textiles and fashion, winner of the 2022 award with the project Fashion Affair.  
 
Participants are invited to submit their projects to info@connectingcultures.info by midnight 
on Tuesday April 18, 2023 (full details in Imagining Sustainable Fashion Award 2023 
SUBMISSION GUIDELINESS) 


The winner will be announced in on Thursday 18 May 2023 and will receive a cash prize of 
€3,000.00. 


For further information contact: 


Connecting Cultures 
+39 02 36755360  
info@connectingcultures.info  
www.connectingcultures.it 


C.L.A.S.S.  
+39 0276018402  
press@classecohub.org  
www.classecohub.org 


Connecting Cultures - Foundation for the Arts, Interdisciplinarity and Research (F.A.I.R.) - Social 
enterprise, promotes sustainability through art and design. Sustainability is a complex and multifaceted 
issue and one that is of fundamental importance to contemporary culture. We strive to find innovative and 
inclusive solutions to today’s increasingly important issues of sustainability. 
Founded in 2001 by Anna Detheridge, a scholar of the visual arts, a professor and curator, Connecting 
Cultures utilises an interdisciplinary approach based in the arts to promote awareness, empower our 
community, and act as a catalyst for change and a sustainable future. 


Since 2014, Connecting Cultures has had an active presence in the field of art and sustainable fashion 
through its dynamic platform, Out of Fashion. Out of Fashion promotes a culture of ethical and sustainable 
fashion, with respect not only to the environment but also to the people who work within the global fashion 
system, advancing responsible business models and consumption. 
In addition to its iconic course which brings together over 40 experts in all aspects of the fashion industry to 
teach the next generation’s leaders, the Out of Fashion platform publishes articles and books, organizes 
exhibitions and seminars, consults with corporations, and engages a community of active citizens on issues 
of sustainability. 


mailto:info@connectingcultures.info
https://www.connectingcultures.it/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Submission-Guidelines-2023-27_10_22.pdf
mailto:info@connectingcultures.info
https://www.connectingcultures.it/en/home/
mailto:press@classecohub.org
http://www.classecohub.org


C.L.A.S.S. (Creativity Lifestyle And Sustainable Synergy) is the international eco-hub – based in Milan - 
which since 2007 has been advocating for a new generation of fashion where the fusion of design, 
innovation, communication and responsibility shapes an informed and competitive business, able to play 
both at an economic and social level. 
C.L.A.S.S. supports the whole supply chain to trigger CHANGE in the system while activating VALUES that 
speak clearly to contemporary consumers. How? The C.L.A.S.S. platform: offering ready to use solutions 
and information able to inspire actions supporting change and knowledge towards the whole community. 
From Smart Tools to Smart Academy, see info at https://www.classecohub.org/ 
Tailored consultancy: the activation of the supply chain is fundamental, and we know that each one of its 
players is special with different values and needs. At C.L.A.S.S. we are pleased and eager to have 
conversations with companies about the whole spectrum of possible steps to activate positive changes and 
new generation values: responsible innovation, smart materials, processes, certifications, measurements, 
guidelines as well as new generation marketing, communication and sales activities. 


ROICATM “Advanced fit for living” is a premium stretch fiber with an innovative range of smart functions to 
suit the modern wardrobe and it was the world first one to launch a sustainable range of certified stretch 
(elastane) yarns, ROICA Eco-SmartTM. In this collection, ROICATM V550 is the world’s first stretch 
(elastane) yarn awarded Cradle-to-Cradle Material Health Gold Level Certificate and Hohenstein 
Environment compatibility certification since it can smartly break down without releasing harmful materials 
in the environment at its end-of-life. ROICATM EF is the world first GRS recycled stretch (elastane) yarn 
using more than 50% pre-consumer recycled content. 


ROICATM shapes comfort with high quality, performance and fit, adding value to everyday living for sport, 
activewear, intimates, fashion and business wear. ROICATM is a trademark of Asahi Kasei Corporation. 


BembergTM by Asahi Kasei, is a one-of-a-kind, matchless and original new generation material made 
from the smart-tech transformation of cotton linter pre-consumer material, converted through a traceable 
and transparent closed loop process. BembergTM has the RCS, Oeko-Tex Standard 100 e ISO 14001 
certifications. Today an INNOVHUB report confirms that BembergTM filaments disintegrate at 100% and 
that BembergTM’s very low concentration of hazardous substances complies with the limits specified by 
the UNI EN 13432. It is a unique and contemporary innovation designed for beautiful fashion every day. 
BembergTM is cool and sensual with a unique, supple drape. It is antistatic and breathable while its soft 
versatility makes it perfect for The Modern Wardrobe fashions, athleisure and everyday casual wear. 
BembergTM is the brand name of the regenerated cellulose fiber cupro, produced only by Asahi Kasei. 


ECOSENSORTM is the brand of Asahi Kasei Advance, representing a range of fabrics standing for eco 
high-tech concept, keeping the planet fit and healthy by harnessing the expertise in cutting edge innovation 
for a most sustainable future. Asahi Kasei Advance is the cutting edge department of global material 
innovator whose DNA is about fineness, durability, laboratory approach, comfort and sustainability. 


SUPREME GREEN COTTON® by Varvaressos: the new generation of smart cotton, born from an 
innovative and socially-responsible system granting sustainability from the cotton seed to the garment while 
supporting farmers and businesses at the foot of Mount Olympus; this proximity of the whole supply chain 
has reduced drastically the CO2 emissions. The company has equipped the SUPREME GREEN COTTON® 
collection with a QR code providing detailed information about all the production phases, making the 
products 100% traceable. All the farmers and producers are carefully selected to guarantee the highest 
GMO-free quality as well as the most sustainable standards in line with EU strict regulations. Varvaressos 
uses Israeli ultimate technologies and expertise in water management and has customized a sustainable 
technology that allows reducing water consumption up to 40%. These are the innovations behind the 
ultimate premium quality collection by Varvaressos S.A. European Spinning Mills. The company holds 
influential certifications such as the STeP by OEKO-TEX® - Sustainable Textile Production – for 
environmentally friendly and socially responsible production facilities and MADE IN GREEN by OEKO-TEX® 
which attests the transparency and traceability. 


